
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church • 1813 Oakdale Road • Modesto, CA 95355 

A Stewardship ParishA Stewardship ParishA Stewardship Parish   Our Mission: To Evangelize God's People, 
beginning with the Gift of the Holy Eucharist 

December 1, 2013 
First Sunday  

of Advent 

(209) 551-4973 
Fax: (209) 551-3213 

Visit our website: 
www.stjmod.com 

Holy Eucharist 
Sunday Mass: 

Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm 
Sundays: 7:30am, 

9am (Traditional Latin), 10:30am, 
Noon, 1:30pm (Español), 

5:30pm & 7:30pm 
 

Daily Mass: 
8am & 5:45pm; Saturdays 8am 
Traditional Latin Mass, Fridays at 

Noon 
 

Perpetual Eucharistic  
Adoration: 

Chapel access code available in office 
 

Children’s Services: 
Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)  

Sunday Mass 10:30am 
 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation: 

Monday thru Thursday 5-5:30pm 
Fridays 6:30-7:30pm 

Saturdays 8:30-9:30am & 4-5pm 
Homebound please call 551-4973 

for a priest to visit you by 
appointment. 

 

Clergy: 
Fr. Mark Wagner, Pastor 

Fr. Francis Joseph, OCD, Assoc Pastor 
Fr. Hamilton Suarez, Assoc. Pastor 

Rev. Mr. Ken Ochinero, Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Ernest Ciccarelli, Deacon 

 

RCIA Inquiries: 
Please contact John & Nichole 

Sablan: 209-581-8477 

From the Pastor’s Laptop 

St. Joseph’s  

Advent Bible Study 

Conversion:  
Following the Call of Christ 

 

Starts this week! 
(The large parish group will begin tomorrow, 

December 2 at 7pm in the hall.) 

Happy New Year!  Today begins the new liturgical year of the 
Church.  The Year of Faith has ended.  The new year begins which we will 
dedicate to going deeper (“Duc in Altum”) and allowing our faith to bring 
about conversion in our hearts and the hearts of others.   

In today’s second reading, we hear the words that converted St. 
Augustine when he felt the Lord calling him to take up the Bible and 
read:  “It is the hour now for you to wake from sleep...  the night is far spent, 
the day draws near… make no provision for the desires of the 
flesh.” (Romans 13:11-14)  In order to be converted, all of the saints have 
recommended that we consider the fact that the “last things” are closer than 
we think: death, judgment, heaven and hell.  That is why this will be the topic 
of our Advent Mission given by Fr. Wade Menezes December 8-12.   

In order to be converted, we should also consider how God was 
“converted.”  Our conversion would be instant if we understood God’s 
“conversion.”  God’s love for us was so great that He came down from 
heaven and became a tiny baby.  The infinite became small, the all-powerful 
became weak, the Word became flesh. God was born into our family so that 
we could be born into His family and become His children.  His conversion 
should lead to our conversion.  St. Athanasius, said: “The Son of God became 
man so that we might become God,” which means that God took our human 
nature so that we could share in divine nature.  “See what love the Father has 
bestowed on us, that we shall be called the children of God… later… we shall 
be like him…” (1John 3:1-2) 

In this holy season of Advent and Christmas we will celebrate 
“conversion” which unites God and man!   

Please join us during Advent for our “Conversion” 
Bible Studies and for our Advent Mission! 

If you would like to purchase the materials the cost is $12.  
You can pay at the first night; please pay by check or cash. 



    Upcoming Events & Activities     
Parish Life 

Welcome to St. Joseph’s 
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We’re glad you’re here! 

How can we help? 551-4973 
Se Habla Español ........ Rosario x103 
Adult Ed/Bible Studies...Michael x203 
Altar Servers…………Svetlana  x200 
Buildings & Grounds... Tammy x207 
Child Ed & Sacraments  Debbie x205 
Choirs & Cantors ........ Svetlana x200 
Events & Activities ..... Tammy x207 
Financial Services ....... Barbara x108 
Live the Faith MagazineMichael x203 
Giving to St. Joseph’s .. Tammy x207 
Parish Lending Library .............  x208 
Parish Ministries ............ Bertha x202 
Parish Registration ........ Donna x102 
Room Reservations ..... Rosario x110 
Volunteering .................. Bertha x202 
Youth Ministry ............. Nathan x206 

Parish Office Staff & Hours 
(Lulu, Donna, & Rosario) 

Monday-Friday:  
8:30am-6:30pm  

except Wednesday: 1-6:30pm 
 Weekend Maintenance   

568-7558 

    Thank you   

Questions? 
To make an appointment with a 
priest or deacon or to register at St. 
Joseph’s please contact Lulu, 
Rosario, or Donna in our parish 
office at 551-4973 or stop in.  See 
open office hours below. 

ST. JOSEPH'S POSITION OPENINGS  
Full time, benefit eligible office and pastor's confidential secretary.  This position requires office experience, 
Microsoft Office proficiency and the ability to acquire new technology applications.  Literacy 
in spoken and written Spanish is desirable but not required.  Applications and position 
description are available in the parish office.  Open until filled.   

Part Time, Office Assistant, Parish School of Religion.   This position requires office 
experience, Microsoft Office proficiency and the ability to acquire new technology 
applications.  Literacy in spoken and written Spanish is required.   Applications and position 
description are available in the parish office.  Open until filled.   

 Employment Opportunities  

For more information on either position,  
please call Director of Operations, 661-8827. 

Parish Office will be 
closed, Friday, 
December 6. 

The Military Support Ministry would like to thank the parishioners 
for their generous support in the amount of $1,907.61 during our 
Veteran's Day weekend fundraiser on the plaza. The money will be 
used to pay for our Christmas care box mailing in early December. You 
make us proud- we salute YOU! 

ST. JOSEPH’S ADULT SINGLES MINISTRY 
On December 16th at 5:45 pm, the Adult Singles Ministry will meet 
in the Hall to assist St. Joseph's Bread with their meal deliveries to the 
Modesto Salvation Army Homeless Shelter. Please join us for a 
wonderful outreach and fellowship opportunity! For questions or to 
sign-up, please contact Tina at 613-3234. 

BOY SCOUTS POINSETTIA SALES 
Boy Scout Troop 49 will be on the plaza 
selling poinsettias December 7-8 & 
December 14-15. Please stop by to purchase 
a flower to take home, as a gift, or to donate 
for the sanctuary. Plants are $10 each. Troop 
49 greatly appreciates your support and 
wishes you a very Merry Christmas.  

MASS & ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
DECEMBER 7 

St. Joseph’s Militia of the Immaculata and the Health 
Ministry invite you to attend our Advent Mass & 
Anointing of the Sick on Saturday, December 7, at 
10am.  If you need transportation, call Suzanne Flint 
at 521-8299 no later than December  1. 2013.  



  RCIA   
Inquiry classes are for people who 

want to learn more about 
Catholicism, but aren’t necessarily 
sure they want to become Catholic.  

The RCIA process is also for 
Catholics who have not yet 

completed their sacraments of 
Confirmation or Holy Communion. 
To start the process: call John and 
Nichole Sablan 581-8477 to make 

an appointment. 
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psr@stjmod.com — 551-4973 ext. 217 
PSR is on Facebook… search St Joseph PSR & like us! 

Parish School of Religion 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
DONATION 

PSR students, please bring canned 
soup (pull top preferred) this month 

for St. Vincent de Paul.  Food donations 
can be put in the red shopping cart 

next to the PSR office.  Thank you for 
your kindness and stewardship! 

Religious Education 

December schedule  
School of Faith 

 

December 7 Deepening our Faith & 
White Elephant Exchange 

 

We will be finding out more about 
our faith while having a lot of fun at 
this month's meeting.  We will be 
meeting at 7pm in the John Paul II 
Building, Room #2 (the youth and 
family room).  A speaker will be 
present to guide us through a 
discussion that will help us deepen 
our faith.  After the discussion, we 
will have a white elephant 
exchange.  Find something around 
your house to wrap and bring to 
exchange.  The idea is not to go out 
and buy something, but share 
something that you already have and 
another would appreciate.  The gifts 
will be given out in a very fun way, 
so come prepared to laugh a lot. 
December 21 Christmas Caroling  

 

We will be meeting in the Youth and 
Family Room at 7pm.  First we will 
warm up our voices and bodies then 
head out in the community to share 
the Christmas spirit.  You don't have 
to know the words or be a great 
singer.  Just come and have some fun. 

Upcoming 
Events 

St. Joseph’s Young  
Adult Ministry ¡YA! 

The information above is from: www.wf-f.org/AdventSeason.html 

The Advent Wreath can be a way to involve even very little children in 
learning about Christmas preparation -- not only for celebrating Our 
Lord's birth, but to make our hearts truly ready to receive Him. 
The wreath's symbolism of the advent (coming) of Light into the world 
is clear. The gradual lighting of the four candles, one on each Sunday 
of the Advent season, combined with the liturgical colors of the 
candles (purple is the penitential color used during Advent and Lent; 
rose is a liturgical color used only on Gaudete Sunday in Advent and 
Laetare Sunday in Lent) help to symbolize not only our expectation 
and hope in Our Savior's first coming into the world, but also in His 
Second Coming as Judge at the end of the world. 
The wreath itself is also symbolic. The circle of evergreen in which the 
candles are placed represents everlasting life. The seedpods, nuts and 
cones used to decorate the wreath are symbolic of resurrection, and 
fruits represent the nourishing fruitfulness of the Christian life.  
Gathering materials for the wreath -- perhaps on an outing in the park 
or woods, or even in the backyard -- and assembling it at home is an 
interesting family project in which even the youngest children can 
participate. 
On the first Sunday of Advent, you may sprinkle the wreath with holy 
water and bless it before the first purple candle is lit. The second 
Sunday two purple candles are lit; the third Sunday, two purple and 
one rose; and all candles are lit on the fourth Sunday.  Children who 
are old enough can take turns lighting the candles. (The littlest ones 
can blow them out.) On Christmas Day, all the greens and decorations 
are replaced with fresh ones, and four new white candles, symbolizing 
Christ, are burned throughout the Christmas season.  
Blessing for the Advent Wreath… O God, by whose word all 
things are sanctified, pour forth thy blessing upon this wreath and 
grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the Coming of 
Christ, and may receive from thee abundant graces. Through Christ 
Our Lord. Amen. 

The Advent Wreath... 



  Youth Ministry   
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Contact Us! 
 

Nathan 
Steingrebe 

C. (209)247-7863 
Nathan@stjmod.com 

 
 

Samantha 
Jordan 

(209)551-4973 ext.223 
SJordan@stjmod.com 

2013 Fall LifeNight Schedule 
December 1 — No Life Night tonight! 

December 8 

BIG THANK YOU!!! 
Thank you to all who helped at our Aptos retreat in 
November. Thank you to the cooks who kept us full 

and nourished with their AMAZING cooking! 
Thank you to ALL the CORE members for their “Yes!” 
in serving the Lord in this ministry. And thank you to 

Fr. Mark for spending the weekend with all of us, 
celebrating Mass and hearing confessions, as well as 
bringing our Lord to us in adoration. THANK YOU 

ALL for your servant hearts! 

High School Teens 
Our annual January 2nd lock in is 
just around the corner! Keep your 
calendars open for a night full of 
food, games and special events! 

8th-12th Grade 
Teens!!! 

Wondering what to ask 
your parents for 

Christmas? Start thinking 
about our July trip to San 

Diego for the: 
 Steubenville Youth 

Conference!!!  
Sign ups start in January. 
Spots fill up fast so keep 
your eyes open for sign 

up dates! 

Retreat Pictures!!! Cake Head!!! 
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New to the Parish?  Wondering where to start? 
Call the Center for Lay Apostolates  

551-4973, ext. 207 

Center for Lay Apostolates 

Parish Stewardship — a way of life 

Profiles in Stewardship 
by Bertha Malfavon 

FOCUS ON LEADERSHIP:   Plaza Refreshments are served today by 
our  Plaza Refreshment Volunteers.  Please thank them for their service.   

Glenda Espinoza 
Fun, adventurous, spunky, these are 
only a few words to describe 
Glenda. Glenda is a recent convert 
and recently retired woman who 
serves responsibly by donating some 
of her newly acquired time to the 
parish and to families in need. 
Glenda leads the St. Joseph’s  
Family Promise Ministry and works 
countless hours with her husband, 
Rudy Espinoza, to make sure 
homeless families feel welcome and 
comfortable during their stay at the 
parish. She is responsible for the 
dramatic transformation that occurs 
in the Fr. O’Hare hall every quarter 
and often covers the overnight 
shifts. She also participates in St. 
Vincent de Paul giving aid to 
families of St. Joseph and the 
greater Modesto area in need of 
food and/or other assistance, she is a 
member of the Stewardship 
Committee, an office aid, and does 
other ministry participation 
throughout the year. I have come to 
know and appreciate all that Glenda 
does and admire how she gives 
herself fully, especially to those in 
need, and without ever asking for, or 
expecting anything in return. It is 
such a joy to work alongside this 
genuinely beautiful woman. May 
God continue to bless her in all her 
endeavors. Thank you Glenda for all 
you do! 

St. Joseph’s Central Catholic High School  and  
College Scholarship students give back!   

FREE MATH TUTORING                                                      
for St. Joseph’s students                                                          

DURING CHRISTMAS BREAK  
 

Monday, December 23 
3-5pm or 6-8pm, or both sessions! 

JP2 Center, Room 7 
 

Parish college tutors from: 
Stanford University 

CSU-Stanislaus 
UC Davis 

UC Berkeley 
Santa Clara University 

 
To RSVP:  551-4973, ext. 207 

 
(junior high and high school students                              

25 maximum per day-must RSVP) 

Save the Date: 
Saturday 

January 18, 2013 
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From our Holy Father in Rome In the Diocese... 
DECEMBER 8 

GUADALUPE PROCESSION 
Please join Bishop Stephen E. Blaire 
at the Pilgrimage and Mass 
honoring Our Lady of Guadalupe 
on December 8.  The program 
begins at 11:45am. The procession 
starts at 12noon at St. Mary’s, (203 
E. Washington Street, Stockton) 
followed by Mass at the Stockton 
Arena. Contact Digna Ramirez-
Lopez, at 466-0636. 

ST. STANISLAUS PRESCHOOL 
Saint Stanislaus Preschool offers a 
fun faith-filled environment with 
developmentally appropriate 
curriculum, teaching your child all 
the skill needed to start 
kindergarten. We are now enrolling 
children 4 to 5 year old (must be 
potty trained) for out pre-
kindergarten program on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. For 
information call (209) 524-3428 
and ask for April. Spaces are 
limited. 
 

St Stanislaus Preschool is looking 
for substitute teachers, which may 
possibly become part-time 
positions. Candidates should have 
at least 6 units in child 
development or be currently 
enrolled in classes.  For 
information, ask for April 524-3428. 

ANGELUS — Sunday, 10 November 2013 
  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning! 
This Sunday’s Gospel sets before us Jesus grappling with the 
Sadducees, who deny that there is a resurrection. They pose a question to 
Jesus on this very matter, in order to trip him up and ridicule faith in the 
resurrection of the dead. They begin with an imaginary case: “A woman had 
seven husbands, who died one after the other,” and they ask Jesus: “Whose 
wife will the woman be after her death?”. Jesus, ever meek and patient, first 
replies that life after death does not have the same parameters as earthly life. 
Eternal life is another life, in another dimension where, among other things, 
there will be no marriage, which is tied to our existence in this world. Those 
who rise — Jesus says — will be like the angels and they will live in a 
different state, which now we can neither experience nor imagine. This is the 
way Jesus explains it. 
But then Jesus, as it were, moves to the counterattack. And he does so by 
citing the Sacred Scripture with a simplicity and originality which leaves us 
full of admiration for our Teacher, the only Teacher! Jesus finds proof for the 
resurrection in the account of Moses and the burning bush (Ex 3:1-6), where 
God reveals himself as the God of Abraham, and of Isaac and of Jacob. The 
name of God is bound to the names of men and women to whom he binds 
himself, and this bond is stronger than death. And we can also say this about 
God’s relationship with us, with each one of us: He is our God! He is the God 
of each one of us! As though he bore each of our names. It pleases him to say 
it, and this is the covenant. This is why Jesus states: “God is not the god of the 
dead, but of the living; for all live to him” (Lk 20:38). And this is the decisive 
bond, the fundamental covenant, the covenant with Jesus: He himself is the 
Covenant, he himself is the Life and the Resurrection, for by his crucified love 
he has triumphed over death. In Jesus, God gives us eternal life, he gives it to 
everyone, and thanks to him everyone has the hope of a life even truer than 
this one. The life that God prepares for us is not a mere embellishment of the 
present one: it surpasses our imagination, for God continually amazes us with 
his love and with his mercy. 
Therefore, what will happen is quite the opposite of what the Sadducees 
expected. It is not this life that will serve as a reference point for eternity, for 
the other life that awaits us; rather, it is eternity — that life — which 
illumines and gives hope to the earthly life of each one of us! If we look at 
things from only a human perspective, we tend to say that man’s journey 
moves from life to death. This is what we see! But this is only so if we look at 
things from a human perspective. Jesus turns this perspective upside down 
and states that our pilgrimage goes from death to life: the fullness of life! We 
are on a journey, on a pilgrimage toward the fullness of life, and that fullness 
of life is what illumines our journey! Therefore death stands behind us, not 
before us. Before us is the God of the living, the God of the covenant, the God 
who bears my name, our names stand before us, as he said: “I am the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob”, and also the God with my name, with your 
name..., with our names. The God of the living! ... Before us stands the final 
defeat of sin and death, the beginning of a new time of joy and of endless 
light. But already on this earth, in prayer, in the Sacraments, in fraternity, we 
encounter Jesus and his love, and thus we may already taste something of the 
risen life. The experience we have of his love and his faithfulness ignites in 
our hearts like a fire and increases our faith in the resurrection. In fact, if God 
is faithful and loves, he cannot be thus for only a limited time: faithfulness is 
eternal, it cannot change. God’s love is eternal, it cannot change! ...he 
accompanies each one of us with his eternal faithfulness. 

MODESTO CATHOLIC 
PROFESSIONAL &  
BUSINESS CLUB  

Join us for our meeting on Tuesday, 
December 10. This month's speaker, 
Deacon José Reyes, who serves the 
Diocese of Stockton and St. 
Stanislaus as a Permanent Deacon. 
Deacon José will share his 
experiences in balancing life, work 
and faith, as well as his experience 
during the recent World Youth Day 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 



Sacraments     Our Mass Intentions     
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    This Week     

Call the parish office at  
551-4973 to find out about 

online offertory gifts 
instead of writing checks.  

 ~Altar Flower Donation~ 
Remember a special  

day or person. 
Call the Development Office 

for info 551-4973, x202. 

PERPETUAL 
EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION  

 
 

“Could you 
not keep 
watch for  
one hour?”   

(Mark 14:37)  
 

 
 

This Advent go deeper, 
sign up to adore our 

Lord one hour a 
week!  Please contact 

David & Monica at 527
-4920 You will receive 
many blessings from 

Our Lord! 

Sunday, December 1, 2013 
9:00A Mili a Immaculata-Family Hall 
10:30A Children's Liturgy of the Word 

(CLOW) 
JP6 

3:30P Indian Mass Chur 
Monday, December 2, 2013 

4:00P School of Faith JP7 
6:30P Building Commi ee JP4 
7:00P Charisma c Prayer (English) JP10 

Tuesday, December 3, 2013 
9:00A Senior Strength Training Hall 
10:30A Light Weigh JP8 
5:15P School of Faith JP7 
6:00P ESL Classes - Intermediates JP4 
6:00P ESL Classes - Beginners JP2 
6:15P Legion of Mary JP4 
7:00P Charisma c Prayer - Spanish JP7 
7:00P Bap sm Class--English JP5 

Wednesday, December 4, 2013 
1:30P Widows & Widowers Bible Study JP5 
5:45P Principles Study Group JP5 
5:45P Path to Serenity - ALANON JP10 
5:45P "Courage To Be Me" Alateen Grp JP8 
7:00P Sp. Bible Study (Fr. Hamilton) JP7 

Thursday, December 5, 2013 
9:00A Senior Strength Training Hall 
4:00P School of Faith JP7 
6:30P Rosary Makers JP5 
6:30P Compar endo las Escrituras JP4 
7:00P Filipino Liturgy Commi ee JP4 
7:00P Espiritualidad Matrimonial (Fr. H.) JP7 

Friday, December 6, 2013 
9:15A Rosary at the Abor on Clinic   
12:00P La n Mass Chur 
3:00P Divine Mercy Prayer Chap 

Saturday, December 7, 2013 
9:00A AA Language of the Heart JP4 
10:00A Anoin ng Mass Chur 

Sunday, December 8, 2013 
10:30A CLOW JP6 
7:00P Advent Mission Hall 

Sunday, December 1 (First Sunday of Advent) 

7:30a Allan Mattock 1:30p Anselmo Drumond and Gloria Rocha 

9:00a James Routson 3:30p Indian Mass 

10:30a All St. Joseph’s Parishioners 5:30p Mary Jo Roxas 

12:00p Dan Martin 7:30p Betty Lucio  

Monday, December 2 

8:00a 
Daniel Jimenez and  
Elsa Padilla Martinez 

5:45p 
Al Alegria, Everett Lammey and  
Henry DeVilliers 

Tuesday, December 3 

8:00a John N. Belo and Joan Vittello 5:45p Jose & Jesuina Bairos and Gloria Collins 

Wednesday, December 4 

8:00a Fr. Joseph Illo—Special Intentions 5:45p 
All Souls in Purgatory and  
Conrado and Felix Albarico 

Thursday, December 5 

9:00a Jim Trevillyan and Filipina Fama 5:45p John McCarthy and Jack McCarthy 

Friday, December 6 

8:00a  John Caratti and Josephine Bonfiglio  5:45p 
Crisologo R. Cabacungan and  
Tomasina C. Rabara 

Saturday, December 7 

8:00a Gail Friedrich and Cefus Williams 5:30p St. Joseph’s Memorial Mass  

Sunday, December 8 (Second Sunday of Advent) 

7:30a Manuel & Alberta Ramirez 1:30p 
Catalina & Luis Ruiz and Angelina 
Tinojo 

9:00a Barbara Morton 5:30p Ethel Grace Costner 

10:30a All St. Joseph’s Parishioners 7:30p Patrick & Maria Frawley 

12:00p Ana & Emil Carney   

12:00p Dan Martin   

Latin Mass 

Prov. 8:22-35; Lk. 1:26-28 

Readings  12/02– 12/08  
Monday: 

Is. 4:2-6; Mt. 8:5-11 

Tuesday:  

Is. 11:1-10; Lk. 10:21-24 
Wednesday:  

Is. 25:6-10; Mt. 15:29-37 
Thursday:  

Is. 26:1-6; Mt. 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:   
Is. 29:17-24; Mt. 9:27-31 

12pm Latin Mass:    
Heb. 13:7-17; Mt. 25:14-23 

Saturday:   

Is. 30:19-21, 23-26;  
Mt. 9:35-10:1, 5-8 

Sunday:  

Is. 11:1-10; Rom. 15:4-9; Mt. 3:1-12 



¡Bole n Parroquial en Español! 
DEL LAPTOP DEL PÁRROCO,  Padre Mark Wagner 

Bienvenido a St. Joseph’s 

OPORTUNIDAD DE EMPLEO - ST. JOSEPH'S 
Secretaria confidencial para el pastor, empleo de tiempo completo incluidos 
sus  beneficios.  Esta posición requiere experiencia en trabajo de oficina, competente en 
Microsoft Office y habilidad en aprendizaje de nuevas aplicaciones de tecnología.  Habilidad 
de leer y escribir en español  es deseable pero no requerida, pero si es indispensable que 
hable, escriba y lea en inglés.  La solicitud y descripción de la posición se pueden recoger en 
la oficina parroquial.  Se recibirán solicitudes hasta ser elegida la persona que asuma el 
cargo.  Para más información, por favor llame a la Directora de Operaciones, 661-8827.   

TALLER DE FORMACIÓN  
PARA CATEQUISTAS 

El Padre Hamilton desde el 8 de 
octubre comenzó los talleres de 
 formación para catequistas de habla 
hispana de la parroquia de St.  
Joseph’s.  La agenda de los talleres es la 
siguiente: diciembre 17, enero 14, 
febrero 11, marzo 11, abril 8 y mayo 13 
de 7-8:30pm en el edificio JPII, salón 
#5. Esperamos se fortalezca la 
participación de todos nuestros 
catequistas. Para más información, por 
favor comuníquese con Rosario en la 
oficina parroquial  551-4973. 

Asistente de Oficina, empleo de medio tiempo en la Escuela de Religión Parroquial.  Este puesto requiere 
experiencia en oficina, habilidad en Microsoft y de adquirir nuevas aplicaciones de tecnología.  Se requiere 
poder hablar y escribir en español.  La solicitud y descripción de la posición se pueden recoger en la oficina 
parroquial.  Se recibirán solicitudes hasta ser elegida la persona que asuma el cargo.  Para más información, por 
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8 DE DICIEMBRE 
PROCESION DE GUADALUPE 

Por favor acompañe al Obispo Stephen 
E. Blaire en el peregrinaje y Misa en 
honor a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
el 8 de diciembre.  El programa 
comienza a las 11:45am.  La procesión 
comienza a las 12 (mediodía) en St. 
Mary’s , (203 E. Washington Street, 
Stockton) y seguido por la Misa en el 
Stockton Arena.  Por favor llame a 
Digna Ramirez-López, al 466-0636. 

LA MISA DE LOS ENFERMOS 
Misa Para Los Enfermos 
Oficiada por el Padre Jose 
Domingo, este Martes 3 de 
diciembre a las 6:30pm, 
aqui en nuestra parroquia 
de Saint Joseph's.  

¡Feliz Año Nuevo! Hoy comienza el nuevo año litúrgico de la 
Iglesia.  El Año de Fe ha terminado.  Comienza el nuevo año en el cual 
hemos decidido ir mas a fondo (“Duc in Altum”) y permitir que 
nuestra fe nos lleve a la conversión en nuestros corazones y los 
corazones de otros.  

En la segunda lectura de hoy escuchamos las palabras que 
convirtieron  a San Agustín cuando sintió que el Señor que lo llamaba 
a tomar la Biblia y leer: “ Ya es hora de que despierten del sueño, 
... La noche está muy avanzada y ya se acerca el día. Por eso, dejemos 
a un lado las obras de la oscuridad y pongámonos la armadura de la 
luz.” (Romanos 13:11-14)  Para poder convertirse, todos los santos 
han recomendado que consideremos el hecho que las “ultimas cosas” 
están mas cerca de lo que creemos: la muerte, el juicio, el cielo y el 
infierno.  Por esto tendremos estos como tema para nuestra Misión de 
Adviento presentada por el Padre Wade Menezes del 15 al 19 de 
diciembre.   

Para convertirnos, también debemos de considerar como se  
“convirtió” Dios.  Nuestra conversión  se llevaría a cabo de inmediato 
si entendiéramos la “conversión” de Dios.  El amor de Dios  por 
nosotros es tan grande que él bajó del cielo y se volvió un bebe.  Lo 
infinito se volvió pequeño, el todopoderoso se volvió débil, el Verbo 
se volvió carne.  Dios nació en una familia para que  nosotros 
pudiéramos nacer en su familia y volvernos hijos suyos.  Su 
conversión debe de conducirnos a nuestra conversión.  San Atanasio, 
dijo: “El Hijo de Dios se volvió hombre para que nosotros nos 
pudiéramos volver Dios,” quiere decir que Dios tomó nuestra 
naturaleza humana para que pudiéramos compartir  su naturaleza 
divina.  “¡Fíjense qué gran amor nos ha dado el Padre, que se nos 
llame hijos de Dios! ... ahora somos hijos de Dios, ...cuando Cristo 
venga seremos semejantes a él, …” (1John 3:1-2) 

¡En esta santa temporada de Adviento y Navidad celebraremos la 
“conversión” que une a Dios y al hombre! 

¡Acompáñenos durante este Adviento en 
nuestro Estudio Bíblico  “Conversión” y nuestra 
Misión de Adviento! 
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Queridos hermanos y hermanas, ¡buenos días! 
El Evangelio de este domingo nos presenta a Jesús enfrentando a los 
saduceos, quienes negaban la resurrección. Y es precisamente sobre este tema 
que ellos hacen una pregunta a Jesús, para ponerlo en dificultad y ridiculizar la 
fe en la resurrección de los muertos. Parten de un caso imaginario: «Una mujer 
tuvo siete maridos, que murieron uno tras otro», y preguntan a Jesús: «¿De cuál 
de ellos será esposa esa mujer después de su muerte?». Jesús, siempre apacible 
y paciente, en primer lugar responde que la vida después de la muerte no tiene 
los mismos parámetros de la vida terrena. La vida eterna es otra vida, en otra 
dimensión donde, entre otras cosas, ya no existirá el matrimonio, que está 
vinculado a nuestra existencia en este mundo. Los resucitados —dice Jesús— 
serán como los ángeles, y vivirán en un estado diverso, que ahora no podemos 
experimentar y ni siquiera imaginar. Así lo explica Jesús. 
Pero luego Jesús, por decirlo así, pasa al contraataque. Y lo hace citando la 
Sagrada Escritura, con una sencillez y una originalidad que nos dejan llenos de 
admiración por nuestro Maestro, el único Maestro. La prueba de la 
resurrección Jesús la encuentra en el episodio de Moisés y de la zarza ardiente 
(Ex 3, 1-6), allí donde Dios se revela como el Dios de Abrahán, de Isaac y de 
Jacob. El nombre de Dios está relacionado a los nombres de los hombres y las 
mujeres con quienes Él se vincula, y este vínculo es más fuerte que la muerte. Y 
nosotros podemos decir también de la relación de Dios con nosotros, con cada 
uno de nosotros: ¡Él es nuestro Dios! ¡Él es el Dios de cada uno de nosotros! 
Como si Él llevase nuestro nombre. A Él le gusta decirlo, y ésta es la alianza. 
He aquí por qué Jesús afirma: «No es Dios de muertos, sino de vivos: porque 
para Él todos están vivos» (Lc 20, 38). Y éste es el vínculo decisivo, la alianza 
fundamental, la alianza con Jesús: Él mismo es la Alianza, Él mismo es la Vida y 
la Resurrección, porque con su amor crucificado venció la muerte. En Jesús 
Dios nos dona la vida eterna, la dona a todos, y gracias a Él todos tienen la 
esperanza de una vida aún más auténtica que ésta. La vida que Dios nos 
prepara no es un sencillo embellecimiento de esta vida actual: ella supera 
nuestra imaginación, porque Dios nos sorprende continuamente con su amor y 
con su misericordia. 
Por lo tanto, lo que sucederá es precisamente lo contrario de cuanto esperaban 
los saduceos. No es esta vida la que hace referencia a la eternidad, a la otra 
vida, la que nos espera, sino que es la eternidad —aquella vida— la que 
ilumina y da esperanza a la vida terrena de cada uno de nosotros. Si miramos 
sólo con ojo humano, estamos predispuestos a decir que el camino del hombre 
va de la vida hacia la muerte. ¡Esto se ve! Pero esto es sólo si lo miramos con ojo 
humano. Jesús le da un giro a esta perspectiva y afirma que nuestra 
peregrinación va de la muerte a la vida: la vida plena. Nosotros estamos en 
camino, en peregrinación hacia la vida plena, y esa vida plena es la que ilumina 
nuestro camino. Por lo tanto, la muerte está detrás, a la espalda, no delante de 
nosotros. Delante de nosotros está el Dios de los vivientes, el Dios de la alianza, 
el Dios que lleva mi nombre, nuestro nombre, como Él dijo: «Yo soy el Dios de 
Abrahán, Isaac, Jacob», también el Dios con mi nombre, con tu nombre, con tu 
nombre..., con nuestro nombre. ¡Dios de los vivientes! ... Está la derrota 
definitiva del pecado y de la muerte, el inicio de un nuevo tiempo de alegría y 
luz sin fin. Pero ya en esta tierra, en la oración, en los Sacramentos, en la 
fraternidad, encontramos a Jesús y su amor, y así podemos pregustar algo de la 
vida resucitada. La experiencia que hacemos de su amor y de su fidelidad 
enciende como un fuego en nuestro corazón y aumenta nuestra fe en la 
resurrección. En efecto, si Dios es fiel y ama, no puede serlo a tiempo limitado: 
la fidelidad es eterna, no puede cambiar. El amor de Dios es eterno, no puede 
cambiar. ...Él es fiel para siempre y Él nos espera, a cada uno de nosotros, 
acompaña a cada uno de nosotros con esta fidelidad eterna. 

Glenda Espinoza 
Divertida, aventurera, y llena de 
alegría, estas son algunas de las 
palabras que describen a Glenda.  
Ella brinda su tiempo donándolo a 
la parroquia y a familias 
necesitadas.  Glenda es líder del 
ministerio de Family Promise en St. 
Joseph’s y trabaja numerosas horas 
con su esposo Rudy Espinoza 
asegurándose  que familias 
damnificadas se sientan 
bienvenidas y cómodas durante su 
estadía en la parroquia.  Ella es 
responsable por la dramática 
transformación que ocurre en el 
salón parroquial cada tres meses y a 
menudo cubre el turno de toda la 
noche y hace mandados de 
emergencia a la tienda en busca de 
cosas necesitadas.  Ella también 
participa en San Vicente de Paula 
ofreciendo ayuda con alimentos y 
otras formas de asistencia a familias 
en St. Joseph y en el área de 
Modesto.  Es también miembro del 
Comité de Corresponsabilidad, 
ayuda en la oficina y participa en 
otros ministerios.  He conocido a 
Glenda mas a fondo y admiro 
cuanto se da ella a las personas 
necesitadas sin esperar ninguna 
retribución.  Es un gran gozo 
trabajar con una sincera y hermosa 
mujer. ¡Que Dios continúe 
bendiciéndola en todos sus 
esfuerzos! ¡Gracias Glenda por 
todo lo que haces! 



Adver sements 



Adver sements 





Contact Informa on 
 

523093 St. Joseph’s Modesto 
1813 Oakdale Road 
Modesto, CA 95355 
www.stjmod.com 

 
Pastor — Fr. Mark Wagner — 209-551-4973 

 
Michael Webster — Bulle n Manager — 209-551-4973 X 203 

mwebster@stjmod.com 
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